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-4:7TH CONGRESS,
1st Session.

t

SENATE.

J

REPORT
{

No. 114.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

FEBRUARY

2, 1882.-0rdered to be printed.

l!r. HARRISON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To ac.company bill S. 145.]

The Military Committee, to U'hmn was referred the bill (S. 145) to reimburse the State of Oregon for moneys paid by said State in the suppression of Indian hostilities during the Modoc war in the years 1872 and
1873, respectfully report:
That by an act of Congress passed June 18, 1874, the Secretary of
War was required " to ascertain the amount of expenses claimed to benecessarily incurred by the States of Oregon and California, or the citizens thereof:, for arms, ammunition, supplies, transportation, and services of the volunteer forces in the suppression of Indian hostilities in
said States in the years eighteen hundred and seventy-two and eighteen
hundred and seventy-three, and report the same to Congress at the next
session, together with the names of persons who claim to be entitled to
relief, together with a statement of the facts and sums upon which such
report may .be based."
In obedience to the requirements of this act, the Secretary of War on
ihe 20th June, 1874, issued an order detailing Inspector-GeneraL James.
A. Hardie to make the examination and report called for by the act..
On the 20th November, 1874, General Hardie submitted his report to
the Secretary of War, who on the 15th December following transmitted
it to Congress, and the same was published as Ex. Doc. 45, House of
Representatives, second session Forty-third Congress. From this report
it appears that a thorough examination was made on the ground of all
the claims presented. The necessity for calling out the State troops of
Oregon to aid the troops of the United States in protecting the settlers
and in suppressing the Indian outbreak cannot, the committee think, be
questioned. These State troops reported to and in the main acted under
the orders of the officers of the United States, and the committee think
that the State should be paid the reasonable expenses incident to the
service of these troops.
The rules adopted by General Hardie in arriving at the proper amount
to be paid to the State of Oregon are thus stated by him in his; report:
In this condition of things it would seem fair that the United States should pay intothe State treasury the amount of the obligations of the State for the purchase of arms
and munitions, cavalry and quartermaster horses and military supplies; for transport ation, forage, medical attendance, and the necessary citizens' labor employed, at such
rates as the United States was paying on the spot at the time. On account of pay of'
troops the reimbursement can only reasonably extend to such an amount as the United

SUPRESSION OP INDIAN HOSTILITIES.
States would have paid the same officers and the same men had they been mustered
into t~ service. Ji'or the hire of the cavalry horses upon which the troops were mounted
the United States' scale of commutation should be allowed. For subsistence the number of rations which the troops would have consumed had they been regul~trly mustered into the service, commuted at the cost price of the ration where they served,
fixes the rate of reimbursement. For the clothing an amount should be reimbursed
the State equal to the usual commutation allowance of clothing to volunteers when
-called into service.

We think this basis of adjustment rigltt. The law of the State of
Oregon in force at the time expressly provided that the militia when
called into service should receive the compensation allowed by law to the
troops of the United States. After carefully examining each claim and
rejecting such as did not come wit hin the rules we have stated, and such
as were not sufficiently proYed, General Hardie reports that the amount
due to the State of Oregon on account of the service of the State troops
in the years 1872 and 1873 in connection with what is known as the
Modoc war, and including all expenses incident to such service, is the
sum of seventy thousand two hundred and sixty-eight dollars and eight
cents ($70,268.08). The committee believe this sum to be fairly due to
the State of Oregon and recommend that the bill be amended by striking out the words ''one hundred and thirty-one thousand dollars,"
wherever they appear in the bill, and inserting in lieu thereof the
words "seventy thousand two hundred and sixty-eight dollars and eight
-eents," and as thus amended we recommend the passage of the bill.
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